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Parameter estimation of noise distribution model of EMCCD
based on the expectation-maximization method

Zou Pan'?, Liu Hui, Zhang Wenwen'?, Chen Qian?, Gu Guohua? Zhang Liandong*

(1. Science and Technology on Low-light-lever Night Vision Lab, Xi’an 710065, China; 2. Electronic Engineering & Photoelectric
Technology College, Nanjing University of Science & Technology, Nanjing 210094, China)

Abstract: Based on the discussion of image noise sources and their statistic characteristics of the electron
multiplying CCD (EMCCD), the Poisson-Gaussian-mixture noise distribution model was established.
Aiming at the problem that the solution of the maximum likelihood function of the Poisson-Gaussian-
mixture distribution model was difficult to solve, the expectation-maximization method was proposed to
estimate the parameters of Poisson-Gaussian-mixture noise distribution model of the EMCCD after
appropriate initialization settings on the noise model, reducing the complexity of the parameter estimation
and achieving equivalent effect of the maximum likelihood estimation. Monte Carlo simulation results and
experimental results show that the expectation-maximization method can achieve good performance,
provide satisfied fitting features for Poisson-Gaussian-mixture distribution, and obtain high precision
parameter estimation values.

Key words: EMCCD; noise distribution model;  expectation-maximization method;

parameter estimation

I fE B #.2012-05-22; &7 A #§.2012-06-29

E& A 4 UG H (40405030202) ; #0005 H A T 5 92 5 %8 (J20110505) K “ 45 4 7 B % B3

YEE A AR (1989-) , Zr Al - AE | =28 O e AR I Jy 1T (¥ 5% . Email:zoupan0701@163.com

SUHE A PR (1964-), T BB AR T 0, B S NSO e AR DNy T A9 B 5Y . Email :cheng@mail. njust.edu.cn



mailto:Email:zoupan0701@163.com
mailto:Email:chenq@mail.njust.edu.cn

%1

a5 mrE LR A B2 KA E k49 EMCCD " & & 7 B B 69 A& S 46 5+ 269

0 5] &

EMCCD 5 CCD WA ZATET, BEFEK
S TR RIER NG B M N T
EMCCD 1E b B i i e i (5 4 14 , B A v AR |
1oy HEA AR R SRR R T T B RO R
BATT R 0 A5, IR OGBS Y
TR S B AR LB R B, {4 EMCCD K
BRGARBENR 5 e LB, BG4 B R Al A7 3]
BRI, HRTET EMCCD ff5 MLk | e bk
IR A% P S R TR 26 T A AR 5 BOAS: T i B SR S,
{AXTF EMCCD Y I 7 43 A A 8 S S 0Ad 1 F ik
AR UL AT SCHR AR S, R R = I 29 EMCCD 1% R T4
PEBERY SEE N 2, MG EMCCD 1M I/ B H 4t
TRV, S E T RHR AL B EMCCD M 7S 43 A
RRTRY | 20k i PR o A b AT S B TR R TR AT Ak
PR 08 D o A1 T MR D B MR P o PTG D 5 e L
AEEMBILE L,

LGRS EAGTTARZ R, 5 IS ER R
URARTFIE o B KASRAG TSI A B i IR 3, B g
SEIEE S S B K/ RN IE v O R A 3, i H
T EAE WU SIGE B, ARTE 35 44 B 1Y ) R fef A
TSI LA RIME . A, Dempster  F1 Laird 48 A4
R S =R NG BP9 N o 3 € NS N )
SRAGTHIR) L, IR PR G LU A A A ALAK pR R
VA A T B2 A Ry — 2R 370 SR e 300 28 AN A KA 1)
A7 SR pR B AL TR B, R AR 1 11330 Y 52 44 B (HL P
REAN S8 KA SRAG AR A, A AR Ar 0 SEBR I A
i, SCHh 4 T EMCCD Y ME 5 4L AT, 857 TR A A
A =8 3T o A A AR SR U 28 i R A 5T 1 6 EMCCD
(W SEGHEAT AR T, O B R SC e 45 R e W5
A RE

1 EMCCD WMEEHK

EMCCD i M 75 32 S - I A Y MR A IS 4o JR A
Fff M O - HIORE MR P52 M R R R F A e e
EREAWNGOE PN 32 S N L P NS B e ol
L7 v I R R M R S JRR A i iy MR 7R RO T
L 7 A1 A A2 5 #R A B A A 5 H fef — A
KI5, FL 24 F M s P R B IR, Lk

08 I 28 M 7R R 48 D ok 1 B R I R R A Rk A
FL o7 MR 75 22 AR R IR 43 A T 505 5 o e e
SR R RO A RN B A A A R B AR Y, IR
(=R T

D.L.Snyder £& i T —F i i& R A5 5 20 1 22
SRR AL,

r(1)=na(J)+ns(j)+9(j) (1)

X Ao r(j) 8 N EMCCD B4 v st 1§ A% R AH
Noi () 4 B IARAG 7 A A BUE 5 5n0() S 75
(TCAE 5 IR 25 e 137 ) 5 9 () A 2 H IR 7

AT LANGE 27 19 £ B2 R 43 A1 3k 2 (RN o3 A
I AEE BRI o nay(3) o) 1 g (3) 15 I 2 T2 AH
SR BAER A RS B AR B ST A, {no(j) L )=
0,1,--- JHRMIIE N PG 2 BIAR oA o F oy
W 7S PR G A S AF A7 A S HS 25, e Sy I FR A T
7 RIS e A R A MR PR ) BB R e B R R — i
R YE Y e W RS B {9(),j=0,1,-- JHIR M
BIE R 0 FBRER J7 25 4 o W B o A1

XFT{ne (1) +g ()}, A IR & 10 4 - & 37 43 A
B H oA R B 2 () s | i 0 A A A R
HEBH n oo,

. F2G? ' et 1 ) Xzz,l
Pl mo)=2 e 7Y e (2)
i=0 : 2o

2 HiEm KHiEREE

B 5 AR A o WA B A SR % 5 i 23R 20 (3)
iR,

f%F%%ﬂ%) (3)

XH M BRI R &, MR G SEC (JRFRINAL
ZE) ARG IR ER; T, NE m A Es
B 9 2 5 bR R, A A R (5) , e 0 S5
HME Tz,

M

2 &=l (4)

m=0

fm m = l - (XH—M)I 5
(Xn) \/E;;;i—exp[ i ] ()

WG (2) A Y (3) , 7 S AR Y (2) JF v o0 A

Rt g e (O e i s R




270 Ik TR

% 42 %

2R VAR - W A R T AR R e T o A A

m-1
My

*W@*ﬁ‘@”‘hm-luFPGmmW O T TR

o AT AL YR A v B o3 A 15580 1) 5 F 2 8k 1
zﬁﬁﬁémﬁwﬁﬁﬁ%%ﬂﬁﬁuﬁa%%ﬁ
it .

LUEES S N 87 o TR e

(1) E 2P -HU &

E P MM 55 BRI 2oy BB E W B <z> o200 KT
f(x/m, 0) ) W ER il JE FEAS (oK B 5 m A = TR Y S
Liog 32 A S

<znm>:f(xn/m,9):m

Y n (/i 0)e
981 Fh 25 397 7T B A R 5 B R

(6)

R f(x/m, 0) A
LRI

L _exp{-Comtal 3 (7)
2wao, 20,

(2) M-3R fE

ot B pR B 1 60) B 01 B

N M

1.()= T I 1 [<zm>Inf(x/m, 6)+<z>Ine, ] (8)

A (E) (MICALR (@), 2 i =% ale(6)/
=0, TR I HIS B THEN

f(x,/m, 6)=

Y (<Ze>X)
" (©)

> (<2
FIEE TSR o F1 &, B9 B0 HHE 4508 .

A2 2 ::1 [<an> (Xn_ /:Lm) 2]
= (10)
Y s (<z>)
2 (<Zw)
8m=? (11)

H e, 5w BERA, AT RRIRA I EKR T w
Xk LA B SR A 8 m ZE X I i ST 24 B 28
WG THE . o BISEANTHE N

M
o= Z &, 0:1 (12)
m=1

W1 ER R KA ik o 2 R A 2P At R AR Y
SR S EONMEAR B PR LR Z i ok, R UE
ARG IRZ AR ZR A, T DU A3 A5 5 Y 2 0% i
T H SR, A B R SR ARG T

Pl PREE 1L 25 PF TR 22 30(24), 9 E N AN E
oAl s j AR R BB %mﬁﬁ&
e BRR . BEERARUET mid g, A 50(13) Ze v

48, HE/NTR, N%ﬁ %ﬂﬁﬁ&éiﬁ
R ULSE 13k BORS E M | 3l i 2 AN R Y
R, WZEERA R T S8 THE B A RO BHE I Wi 8
18 D0 , 8% W B0H RE B e ELAG TS RE B 19 R (B3¢
%E R=107),

3M Bfi)_efi-l)

N 8 ) B e KA Sk AT S A I, I S
SE TR, B M L FEIR SRS - TR R
PEPR U S I AREAE | BI AT Al E M (., AHE Fok
U, TR A AUREASE TN 0 IEIIETCSS o HAE S
PRt RAEBGH  HEAE . nl eI A 250
4T TR, 6 33 453 PR REAS L 1L, el I AS 2R 2 4 A T
1,86% M1H,

R R AR A o R — Rk AUk, vk
T b7 250 B B A S, AR Y RS S R IR, FT
LARTREAL 132 20 0 2 BB AR b A0 (i, snT
R AT o A1 o (9 HRUEE B, 78 HUMEE F A B K
ABUE, ARJF AR AT B A . K 4LAs T HE
TR A5 4 ML R BB fi2 R B AR LAl B e
LAl 145 R

3 HETHE

BES HAR w il o, BN E 5 MRS REA
15 LA R B 1 5 AR A IA W - e i 43 A BE AL 51
B P HE 1000 NREMLAEA, aniEdl 1 fras , Rl Ak
T Ay Bt LR ZAS 1) 205, D\ A8 o Ay Bt BT ARE A g ot 11
IR 400 2 e R Ak B 1k i A AL S 800 S gk AT 50 YRl
3219 Monte Carlo {7 15 #8452 T LK w
Moo WA, E 1R, Hi, wfil o (RFESH
(B B, R ot 32 2800 A6 14, o/ 1o A
LS B - BN R 25 48 XA

<R




%1 El

B LR R B % KA k09 EMCCD %2 % 4 A2 A 69 A 4 +F 271

Amplitude

] 200 40 (11 w0n | D

N ber
1 TR A 1o 30T 43 A MR 7 R A
Fig.1 Poisson-Gaussian-mixture distribution noise samples
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Tab.1 Monte Carlo simulation estimation values

1 2 3 4 5
" 1 2 3 4 5
i 1.006  1.990  3.050  4.043  5.015
o 0.049  0.035 0040  0.034  0.025
o 2.236 3 4 5 5
h 2.240 2983  3.989  4.978  5.027
> 0.046  0.022  0.040  0.019  0.021
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Fig.2 Noise samples of experiment(EM DAC=30)
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Fig.3 Noise samples of experiment(EM DAC=50)
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Tab.2 Noise parameter estimation results of
EMCCD((EM DAC=30)

1 2 3 4 5

w(DN) 0.032 0.031 0.030 0.030 0.030

n(DN) 0.031 0.031 0.031 0.031 0.031
&(e,l) 13.36 13.32 13.36 13.38 13.37

o(e™) 13.50 13.50 13.50 13.50 13.50
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Tab.3 Noise parameter estimation results of
EMCCD((EM DAC=50)

1 2 3 4 5

4(DN) ~ 0.030  0.030 0032 0031  0.031
w(DN)  0.031 0031  0.031  0.031  0.031
o(el) 1339 1332 1333 1337  13.36

o(e™) 13.50 13.50 13.50 13.50 13.50
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